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FASHION SHOWS ARE BIG BUSINESS 

















Back in show business after five years of “retirement” to 
housewife duties is singer Ruby Hill, currently starring in 
Danny’s Bagatelle in New York’s Greenwich Village. She 
dropped out of sight following her 1946 debut in St. Louis 
Woman—to study voice and dramatics and “hide out.” 
Now singing smooth ballads and French songs; she resents 
efforts to make her another Lena Horne. She says: “I 
wanted to be Ruby.” Critics are acclaiming her new look. 
(See “Entertainment”.) 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


Risthern Tornadoes Kill 100 Negroes 

A series of rampaging tornadoes and floods ripped 
through six southern states, funnelling death on more 
‘than 100 Negroes, injuring scores of others, causing 





property damages in the millions, and leaving stark 

ragedy, misery, and confusion in their wake. Homes 
‘were ripped from their moorings, small towns were 
irtually demolished, livestock and farm crops were 
swept away, and “hot” electric wires were grounded. 


orkers, police and National Guard units, rushed to 
give aid. Partial reports told of how hard hit Negro 


® Bodies of four Negroes were found after a tor- 
mado struck England, Ark., 25 miles from Little 
ock. Lucky to be alive were Josh Andrews, 72, and 
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Nathan Davis. With lantern in hand, Andrews wen 
looking for his house, found only a splintered floor 
a pile of rubbish, and a torn mattress. Davis, wha 
sought refuge under a parked car, was rolled over 
and over by the storm, but lived by a miracle. “The 
Lord held the wind back,” he said. 

¢ The National Guard supplied trucks to take cots 
and blankets from the Red Cross warehouse in Little 
Rock to outlying towns, and an estimated 500 home- 
less people were given Salvation Army aid at a Ne- 
gro high school. 

e As a Negro woman was carried into a clinic at 
Somerville, Tenn., she cried hysterically: “Jesus, let 
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FRAMEUP RUMORED 


Rumors of a “frame-up” in the 
ouster of Monroe D. Dowling as 
collector of internal revenue in 
New York were aired by the 
NAACP, which said resentment 
over the Negro collector’s cleanup 
of tax delinquency and ineffi- 
ciency may have brought about 
his dismissal. The NAACP cited 
the collection of $85 million by 
Dowling of a backlog of $165 mil- 
lion. Dowling was quoted as say- 
ing: “The only thing I tried to do 
was to collect taxes honestly and 
because I hurt one man, they did 
this to me.” He did not identify 
the “one man.” Monroe Dowling 
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me down on the ground.” Mrs. Robert Hurdle, a 
farmer’s wife, said her home just trembled in the 
storm. “I looked out a window toward the Negro 
section,” she said, “and found the area in flames.” 
Among the dead were: Doc James and his wife, 
Florence; Litty Wright, and “Bo” Van Davis. 

e At Shreveport, La., an unidentified Negro was 
electrocuted as he walked into an alive electric line 
blown down by a severe wind storm. 

Elsewhere — including portions of Mississippi, 
Georgia, and Kentucky—holocaust scenes were dup- 
licated. One victim said the “twisters seemed to 
bring the sky right on top of our house.” 


poo 
IN DOWLING OUSTER 


As for charges of irregularity in his own return, Dowling 
insisted “it was only a simple thing that could be easily 
explained.” Sources close to his office, however, reported 
that one “irregularity” involved a $135 discrepancy which 
he allegedly paid someone $20 to correct. 

Meanwhile, U. S. Attorney Mayles Lane was examining 
Dowling’s returns for possible grand jury action. 

Dowling was reported to have antagonized several im- 
portant people by his rigid conduct in office. When he 
first took office, he banned Catholic nuns who had been 
soliciting funds at internal revenue offices on pay day for 
Catholic charities. He then rejected an invitation from 
Cardinal Spellman to confer with him on the nuns. 

Though Harlem Democratic district leader Ray Jones 
okayed Dowling for the job, Dowling was said to be re- 
sponsible for hauling Jones down to internal revenue 
offices and questioning him concerning his past tax filings. 
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William L. Patterson Freed Of Contempt Charges 

William L. Patterson, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the 
left-wing Civil Rights Con- 
gress, was freed in Wash- 
ington of contempt of Con- 
gress charges by Federal 
Judge Luther W. Young- 
dahl. The indictment grew 
out of a stormy appearance 
before the House lobby in- 
vestigating committee in 
1950. At that time Patter- 
son refused to produce 
financial records of the 
Civil Rights Congress on 
the committee’s demand. 
During the hearing, Patter- : 
son and Rep. Henderson : ea 
Lanham (D., Ga.) hurled William L. Patterson 
insults at each other. A capitol guard intervened to pre 
vent Lanham from grabbing Patterson. Patterson’s law 
yers insisted that the incident was proof of a hostil 
committee attitude. Government attorneys are consider 
ing appealing the dismissal of the case. 


Ex-Xavier Star Testifies In Calif. Communist Trial 

Testifying at the trial of 15 California Communist lead 
ers in Los Angeles, Timothy Evans Jr., former All-Ameri 
can football star at Xavier University, identified a Com 
munist speech which called American airmen in Kore 
“mass murderers.” Evans revealed that he joined th 
Communist Party as an FBI agent in 1948 and continued 
“up until now.” He identified the speech, read by a U.S 
attorney, as one delivered by Albert J. (Mickey) Lima, @ 
defendant, at a Communist meeting at Oakland in Jan 
uary, 1951. Out of court, it was revealed that Evans} 
masquerade for the FBI was so effective the Reds urged 
him to become active in a committee defending the 1 
on trial. 
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Sampson Says Army Jim Crow Hurts U. S. In Europe 

The segregation of Negro soldiers in Europe does more 
harm to the American cause abroad than much of the 
ommunist propaganda, Mrs. Edith Sampson, former 
nited Nations delegate, said upon her return from a 
special mission in Europe for the State Department. Mrs. 
Sampson declared: “Communist sympathizers in some 
audiences make a special point of this continued practice 
of discrimination to underscore their criticism of the 
American occupation.” In separate Negro units in Ger- 
many, she said, Negro soldiers were “resentful, unhappy 
and depressed.” 


FEPC Bili Defeated In Michigan House 

: The Michigan House of Representatives squelched an 

attempt to set up a Republican-sponsored Fair Employ- 

ment Practice Commission in the state. After 214 hours 

2 of fiery debate, the bill was defeated by a vote of 46 to 45. 

~~ The bill would have outlawed employment discrimination 
and established a commission to enforce the law. 

















WStars In Her 
Eyes: Los Angeles 
Urban League aide 
Mother Rector gets 
a congratulatory 
kiss from dancer 
Eleanor Powell for 
having done out- 
standing volunteer 
civic work in the 
city’s Negro com- 
munity. She was 
one of eight cited 
at the UL’s annual 
award dinner. 
Glenn Ford, Miss 
Powell’s husband, 
also offered con- 
gratulations. 





















Cicero Embezzlement Bill Names Negro Attorney 






Charges of embezzlement and misappropriation of pro 
erty were brought against Chicago attorney George (Cj more 
Adams by the owner of the Cicero apartment building move1 





where a race riot occurred last July. In a two-count tru iam ‘ 
bill before the grand jury, Mrs. Camille De Rose charged muni: 
that Adams persuaded her to buy an $8,500 mortgage on disclo 
the building while acting as her attorney. She said he} he ql 































reiused to deliver the mortgage, but later gave her hi} “gnal 
personal note for $4,250. natut 
the ¢ 
Broker Buys NAACP Life Member —_ For wise Amer 
Walter L. Lowe, Chicago insur- die sis Craig 
ance broker and counsellor, sac- Party 
rificed a long planned trip to party 
Mexico and invested, instead, in 1943 
three $500 NAACP life member- 
ships for himself, his wife Lois, 
and their five-year-old son, Wal- 
ter, Jr. The insurance man said , 
he had noticed the recent mount- M Li 
ing of race tension in Chicago Hug] 
and hopes to hasten the time by t 
when America will have no need tors 
for such organizations as the hero 
NAACP. He added: “We reasoned plan 
that we were taking out citizen- play 
ship insurance.” Walter Lowe pe 
wo 
FBI Seizes Vet Who Wrote Threats To Truman save 
Charles Brown, 24-year-old World War II veteran, was life 
arrested at a Chicago bus terminal by FBI agents who} *”° 
charged him with writing threatening letters to: Presi-} ST 
dent Truman, the governors of Ohio and Illinois and the = 
mayor of Springfield, Ill., his home town. Brown, a former _ 
patient at mental hospitals, went to Boston upon release o 


to demand 100 per cent disability claims from the Veter- 
ans’ Administration there. When his claims were rejected, 
he wrote a series of letters containing dire threuts. 











Negro Witness Exposes Red Plot 
A Negro government witness, testifying before a Balti- 
_4“ more court, told of Communist plans to incite a “secession 
i movement among southern Negroes.” The witness, Wil- 
liam O. Nowell, appearing at the trial of six alleged Com- 
munist leaders accused of conspiracy, said the plan was 
disclosed to him when he was in Moscow in 1931. He said 
he quit the Communist Party in 1936 and is now an 
“analyst of subversive activities for the immigration and 
naturalization service.” However, he said he “knows” that 
? the Communist Party is still plotting a revolt among 
ily | American Negroes. Another Negro witness, Charles M. 
me] Craig, a former FBI undercover agent in the Communist 
Party, named the six defendants as his “associates” in the 
party. He said he joined the party as an informer in 
1943 “to do my duty to my country,” but quit last year. 













"i Life Saver Awards: 
Hugh Philpot, cited 
by the General Mo- 
tors Corporation for 
heroism in its Atlanta 
plant, proudly dis- 
plays the gold watch 
and ornate scroll he 
won for helping to 
save a fellow worker’s 
was} life and _ preventing 
vho} mother from being 
s5j- 4 Seriously burned. Phil- 
the} pot quickly snuffed a 
ner} flash fire in the plant are cont NS LET ig 
ase} ‘ast December, saving ; * 
men and equipment. ay 






























Proposed Law Threatens Key Negro Political Post 


Authority to fill the vacant, $9,360-a-year post of Re 
corder of Deeds for Washington—a choice political plu 
for Negro politicians since Frederick Douglass was a 
pointed by President Garfield in 1881—may be shift 
from President Truman to the District Commissioner. 
A bill to that effect was introduced by Senator Franci 
Case (R., S. D.) after the Senate District Committee re 
jected Truman’s nomination of Earl W. Beck for the post 










Passenger Shoots Pullman Porter 3 Times 


Denver pullman porter James E. Ervin was shot thre¢ 
times in the thigh by a train passenger who told police h¢ 
thought someone was trying to get his money. Ervin 
said Emery Moore, of Kansas City, Mo., rang for him, then 
fired three shots from under a Pullman berth blanket. 
Ervin could not account for the shooting, but conductor 
Frank Wolfe said Moore had been drinking. When the 
train arrived in Limon, Colo., town marshal George Mari- 
ner subdued Moore by shooting him in the leg. 





W Picket YMCA: 
Because the Po- 





catello, Idaho 
YMCA does not 
allow use of its 
facilities to Ne- 
groes, members 
of the Pocatello 
League for Ne- 
gro and Other 
Minority Rights 
threw up a pick- 
et line around 
its building, 
charged that the 
local “Y” did not 
recognize Negro 
Christians. 
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Music Hall Date. First Negro-theme movie to play 
the world’s biggest movie house, New York’s Radio 
City Music Hall, will be 20th Century-Fox’s Lydia 
Bailey. 


Visiting Prime Minister. Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, 
new Prime Minister of the Gold Coast, Africa, will 
visit the U. S. early this month. His reason: to im- 
prove Negro-African relations. 


Singer Drafted. Bobby Lucas, new singing sensa- 
tion whose night club salary zoomed from $100 to 
$1,500 weekly in 90 days, will soon enter the armed 
services. He will be drafted. 


Weaver On Old Job. George Weaver, special assist- 
ant to the RFC administrator, will return to the 
National Security Resources Board next month. 


Buildup For Carpenter. Ned Schuyler, former man- 
ager of Josephine Baker, will attempt to build sing- 
ing star Thelma Carpenter to eminence by featuring 
her in the same spots he got for La Baker. 


Black Kingdom. Revival of the Marcus Garvey 
“Back to Africa” dream will spread from Atlanta, 
where the Fulton County Superior Court recently 
granted a charter to a local Universal Negro Im- 
provement Association unit, to Detroit, Chicago and 
Philadelphia. New gimmick is a five-year plan to 
build a black kingdom 109 miles from Monrovia, 
capital of Liberia. 











| FOREIGN NEWS | 






Crisis Looms On South Africa Vote Issue 


A racial crisis that may bring violence and bloodshed 
loomed in the Union of South Africa as Prime Minister 
Daniel Malan announced his intention of defying a Su- 
preme Court decision against his law depriving colored 
peoples of their 99-year-old right to vote. The five-man 
court declared unconstitutional laws considered a key- 
stone of Malan’s white supremacy program. In a 20,000- 
word decision, the jurists held invalid the law which took 
away the vote from more than 1,000,000 colored—the only 
non-whites in the country 
with the right to vote. 

Anti-government groups im- 
mediately began an all-out 
campaign to oust Malan’s gov- 
ernment. More than 30 rallies 
demanded Malan’s resigna- 
tion. In Johannesburg, a 
crowd of 100,000, carrying 
torches, gathered in the “great 
square” in front of city hall, 
demanding that he resign. The 
campaign will be climaxed on 
April 6th, 300th anniversary of 
the arrival of the first white 
settlers, when Negroes join in ; ‘ 
demonstrations against Ma- Prime Minister Malan 
lan. 


U.S.-German Babies Start School 


About 1,500 babies fathered by American soldiers in Ger- 
many started registering for school this week. They were 
born between January and June, 1946. In Frankfurt alone, 
25 of 72 youngsters who registered were the products of 
Negro-white unions. Most did not know their father’s 
names and only a few spoke English. Meanwhile, in Aus- 
tria the demand to adopt babies left behind by U. S. Negro 
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soldiers exceeded the supply as a fad to “adopt those cute 
little brown ones” swept the country. 


Ethiopia To Build New oa City 

Ethiopia will 
build a modern 
new capital city 
to replace an- 
cient Addis 
Ababa. The new 
capital, which 
will ultimately 
house 100,000 
persons, the seat 


of. government : : 
and the royal § f + as 
residence, is to ey a 


be built on what a TT RMA!” 
is now a swamp —, eT OR 

at the head- . Ns Bir 
waters of the ed 

Blue Nile. Gov- (o 
ernment officials 
said that be- 
cause of its 
mountainous Batrence to Ethiopia's s present royal palace. 
terrain, cut up by ravines and gullies, Addis Ababa cannot 
be rebuilt along modern lines. 


Jamaican Minister Jailed For Fraud 

Jamaica Education Minister Joseph Malcolm was sen- 
tenced in Kingston to two years at hard labor on charges 
of conspiracy in the shipment of Jamaican farm workers 
to the U. S. He was convicted for accepting money from 
migrant workers on a promise that he would secure tickets 
to the U. S., but failed to keep his word. 


Two Killed In Gold Coast Train Collision 

Two persons were killed and several injured when two 
trains collided in the Ashanti district of Gold Coast, 
British West Africa. 
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Rhodesia’s First African Priest Retires 


Canon Samuel Mhlanga, Southern Rhodesia’s first na- 
tive priest, retired in Salisbury after nearly 30 years of 
service. Born in 1879, 11 years before the first white 
pioneers arrived in the colony, Mhlanga, at 18, walked 
250 miles to enlist in the police, later learned to read and 
write and enrolled in a missionary college. He became 
the colony’s first African priest in 1923. 


Pygmies Given GI Clothing For Wages 

Pygmies in Africa are wearing more clothes these days. 
A number of them are wearing army surplus “prisoner 
of war” shirts, given to them by William Said, a Columbus, 
Ohio hunter, for helping him capture gorillas. The pyg- 
mies want clothes most of all, he said. 


= ae : Pencils: cokes ell sat 

Mi Selassie’s Palace On Wheels: Emperor Haile Selassie 
designed this $25,000, self-contained mobile palace and 
had it built by a U. S. trailer firm. The bus-like vehicle 
contains private rooms, a bath, large water storage tanks 
and a kitchen. In it the Emperor will tour Ethiopia’s 
350,000 square miles in Cadillac comfort. 
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Nigerian Farmers Demand “Hard” Cash 


Silver money is being flown into Nigeria to meet a short- _ 
age of hard cash peanut farmers are demanding for their 
crops. Paper money is considered impractical because: 
1) the farmers like to hide their money in the bottoms of 
wells; and 2) those who do hide folding money above 
ground risk losing it to paper-eating white ants. 


Ethiopia Training New Pilots 


The Imperial Ethiopian Air Force is now graduating 
20 pilots a year and operates an all-weather airfield 
about 28 miles from Addis Ababa. The IEAF pilots are 
trained by Swedish Air Force officers and use Swedish 
and English planes. An order will shortly be placed with 
a foreign government for jet fighters, an air force spokes- 
man said. 


Yesterday In Negro History 
March 30, 1870—Congress ratified the 15th Amend- 
ment to the Constitution, giving Negroes the right 
to vote. 
March 31, 1882—Jack Johnson, first Negro world’s 
heavyweight boxing champion, was born in Galves- 
ton, Texas. 


March 31, 1870—Thomas Peder- 
son cast the first Negro vote in 
the U. S. the day after Congress 
ratified the 15th Amendment. 


April 1, 1868—-Hampton Institute, 
with S. C. Armstrong as presi- 
dent, was officially opened to 
students. 


April 3, 1950—Carter G. Wood- 
son, founder of Negro History 
Week, died in Washington, D. C., 

at the age of 75. Jack Johnsen 
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_ GERMAN 
WOMEN 


Unmarried, mate-hungry German women are looking to 
U.S. Negro males to solve Germany’s worst husband short- 
age. At no other time in world history have so many white 
women ever sought Negro husbands. 

For the most part, the German women who now seek 
Negro civilian husbands had wartime contacts with Negro 
GIs, but others have simply heard glowing stories about 
the desirability of a Negro husband. As one result, Negro 
civilian travellers in Germany are besieged by German 
girls. As another result, U. S. Negro publications are get- 





Pauline Christian of Tringard Mortel of Erika Pauli of Miin- 

Miinchen is 24, is Nurnberg is 28 and chen speaks no 

“very lonely” for a has 5-year-old col- English, but is will- 
husband. ored son. ing to learn. 
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ting sacksful of mail from frauleins who beg the editors 
to “find me a Negro husband.” Typical of some of the 
German women who have written for Negro husbands are 
these pictured below. 

Many of these women have children who had Negro GI’s 
as fathers. Some of these children will be going to school 
for the first time after Easter. 

There are many others who do not have children but 
who see marriage to an American Negro as the best and 
fastest way of getting to America because the German 
quota of 25,937 a year is over-fulfilled. If girls meet the 
physical, political and other requirements for an alien to 
enter the country, they would be permitted to enter re- 
gardless of quotas. Some U. S. Negroes have married 


German girls and brought their brides back with them. 
Others want to follow suit. 
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Ellen Hocker of Midwife Maria Brett Brigtre Scrieber of 

Zollstock is 22, of Reutlingen is 23, Hanover is 21, also 

blonde with blue wants U. S. job or wants husband for 
eyes. Negro mate. her mother. 
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Irma Dokoupil of Nurnberg has 


5-year-old son, Edward, is looking 


for Negro husband. 





Ruth Fansch of Crevenhagen “was 
deserted by Negro husband, now 
seeks another father to colored son. 
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Letters Are Futile 


Paradoxically the 
hunger for a Negro 
husband is a direct 
outgrowth of Hitler’s 
racism. The Nazis 
managed to have 3,- 
500,000 German sol- 
diers killed on battle- 
fields from Norway 
to North Africa and 
directed the murder 
of untold millions of 
Jewish men and wom- 
en and =  anti-Hitler 
youth. Many of these 
men would have been 
of marrying age now. 

The result has been 
a man shortage that 
has completely 
changed Germany’s 
morality and sense of 
fidelity. Man sharing 
and husband sharing 
are common and com- 
petition for husbands 
is intense. 

Every U.S. editor of 
a major Negro publi- 
cation has _ received 
many letters from 
German girls who 
want Negro husbands. 
Some, perhaps. the 
majority, want hus- 
bands to care for the 
half-Negro, half-Ger- 
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man babies left by de- 
parting GI’s. Many 
others are just single 
girls who want to 
sport wedding rings, 
but many are purely 
mercenary or else are 
looking for a way to 
come to the U. S. 

The usually futile 
and frantic letters are 
generally written in 
English. The letters 
are usually futile be- 
cause American law 
will not permit a 
“marriage - by - mail” 
girl to enter this 
country. 

Some of the letters 
come from obviously 
well-educated, upper- 
class girls. Others are 
from girls whose lan- 
guage is as racy as GI 
jokes, still others are 
from women who 
seemed to have been 
wronged, or at least 
separated from their 
boy friends by the 
sudden and unexpect- 
ed movements of war 
and occupation. 

One thing all the 
letters have in com- 
mon is the snapshot. 









Negro husband. 


Negro husband. 


Tessy Wurzer of Munich is 30, mother 
of 3-year-old girl Carol and wants 


i} 
Suzi Fellner of Lichtenfels is 23, has 
handsome colored son and would like 

























































Women Are In 20-30 Age Bracket 





over Germany photogra- 
phers are reaping a small 
harvest by making flatter- 
ing photographs for export. 
According to the photos 
many of the women are ex- 
tremely-beautiful, flaxen- 
haired lovelies. 

For the most part all the 
women are in the same age- 
bracket—20 to 30. Hilda, 
one such girl, wrote: “To- 
day I like writing to you 
because I like to find a nice 
Negro husband. I want a 
chance to go to the States 
and get a nice father for 
my baby which is 15 
months old and colored.” 

Her picture showed a 
comely 26-year-old girl 

: 4 with a beautiful baby. 

Ilse Hahn, more fortunate One of the best looking 
"Gt Bares ie Goriaian. girls, according to her pic- 

ture, is blonde Pauline 
Christian, who gives some of the fundamental reasons 
why German girls so avidly seek Negro husbands. “I have 
met a few colored men,” Pauline wrote, “and would like a 
Negro husband. I like them because they are kind and 
generous and their character is outstanding.” Pauline is 
24, childless and works as a typist. 

Although blanket generalizations are hard to support 
with facts, German women have made one big generaliza- 
tion about U. S. Negro males: “They are kind husbands 
and desirable lovers.” Nearly all the letters contain praise 
of one Negro they are seeking, or Negro men in general. 


20 





In villages and big cities < mae 
i 






Not ¢ 
me lo 


id th 
s ho! 
lew Jé 
Most 
yegro 
hroug 
o mal 
hot re 
Evel 


















Not a few send frayed photographs of their Negro war- 
me lovers and ask “Can you find this man? He promised 
ies aliP Marry me and take me to the States.” One such letter 
id the man lived at 969 W. 169th St., which would place 
is home in the Hudson River between upper Harlem and 
ew Jersey. 

Most of the letter writers simply want marriage to any 
Negro who would have them. If a courtship did develop 
_fhrough the mail, the man would have to go to Germany 
o marry his fiance. Marriages by international mail are 
hot recognized by U. S. Immigration Department officials. 
1 the} Even if the suitor went to Germany, he would have to 
bet permission from the U. S. consul to enable the bride 
to enter the States with him. 

With the laws stacked against them, and the trip to 
Germany too costly for most U. S. Negroes, German 
yomen are looking the wrong way when they look to 
merica to supply them with Negro husbands. Despite 
this, the Luftpost has replaced the Luftwafe and unmar- 
tied German women still airmail pleading letters to U. S. 
Negro publications in their search for Negro husbands. 










l German girls frequently court Negro GI’s at beach parties. If 
LL. lucky, some will marry and come to U. S. to live. 
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Hold 3-Day Funeral For Church Of God Leader 


Funeral services were spread out over three days 
Cleveland as thousands paid last respects to the la 
Bishop Riley F. Williams, chairman of the board whic 
governs an estimated 1,000,000 members of the Church o 
God in Christ. Church dignitaries from Africa, Canad 





Cuba, Haiti, the British West Indies, and many parts offi 


the U. S. attended the huge funeral. He was second high- 
est official in the Church of God, and was in charge of 
construction when it erected Mason’s Temple in Memphis, 
seat of the religious group. 


Union Ousts Accused Communists 
Two Negro la- 
bor leaders 
named as Com-— 
munists by the 
House Un-Amer- 
ican Activities 
committee were 
removed from 
their positions in 
Detroit’s Ford 
Local 600 of the 
CIO United Auto re : 
Workers, the David Moore Nelson Davis 
largest union local in the world. An administrative board 
of the UAW-CIO voted to oust David Moore, vice chairman 
of the Gear and Axle Building unit, and Nelson Davis, 
vice chairman of the Dearborn Iron Foundry unit, for 
having been “subservient to the Communist Party.” 
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K] WEEKLY ALMANAC 


as 4s a JOE BLOW OF THE WEEK. In Little Rock, Ark., 

there is a Negro named Joe Blow. He is con- 
stantly kidded about his name but when someone forged 
his name on a political petition and mis-spelled it, he was 
infuriated. Before the Arkansas Supreme Court, he testi- 


- fied that his name was spelled B-l-o-w, not B-l-o-u, as it 


was on the petition. “It’s just plain Blow,” said Blow. 


3~\% \% TRAGEDY OF THE WEEK. When policeman 
=a James C. Strawder, Sr., answered a fire alarm in 
Portland, Ore., he found: 1) his two-story frame home 
going up in flames and; 2) his five-year-old son, James, 
Jr., burned to death. Fellow officers had to restrain 
Strawder from entering the blazing house in a rescue 
attempt. His wife, Earline, 31, leaped to safety from a 
second-floor window, but a 53-year-old roomer, Dion Wil- 
liams, also died in the fire. 


US 25S JIM CROW OF THE WEEK. Because Washing- 

ton’s white hotels do not accept Negro guests, a 
Negro boy and girl who won citizenship awards granted 
by the Daughters of the American Revolution, cannot 
accompany their high school graduating class on a trip 
to the Capital. Portland, Me., high school senior Crystal 
Billouin did not bother to sign up for the tour, explaining: 
“I knew what to expect.” But 17-year-old Beverly Evans, 
determined to see the seat of the U. S. Government, will 
make the trip later and stay with a Howard University 
faculty member. Said principal Howard C. Reiche: “This 
kind of thing leaves you feeling hollow, almost nauseated.” 


; ’~ LONGEVITY TIP OF THE WEEK. Ed Harris, a 
<2 =’ =’ former slave in Georgia, observed his 114th 
birthday in Decatur, Ill., and revealed his secret of long- 
evity: no work. As a matter of fact, Harris said, he has 
worked only two and one-half days since moving to 
Decatur 79 years ago. 













































DISGRUNTLED PATIENT OF THE WEEK. Dis 
satisfied with the results of a plastic surge 
operation on her face, Lou Ella Thomas of New Orlea 
poured gasoline over the restroom floor in the clinic whe 
she had been treated and ignited it. The fire caused $1,600 
damage to the $60,000 building. 
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QUICKEST PREACHER OF THE WEEK. Fow 
days after Cleveland minister Rev. O. B. Quick 


ae a 


had raised enough money in a rally to pay off the mort- 
gage of Cory Methodist Church, the largest among Ne- 
groes in the Midwest, thieves broke into the safe expect- 
ing a rich haul. They were surprised to find: 1) only 
$49; and 2) that Rev. Quick had quickly deposited all 
funds shortly after the rally. 





REWARD OF THE WEEK. In Cincinnati, Clif- 
os “ = ford Ely, 40, and Charles Seymour, 42, found 
$100,000 in two checks in envelopes belonging to the Cen- 
tral Trust Company. They turned the checks over to two 
surprised policemen, were given $25 for their honesty and 
a tip by the bank messenger who lost the checks. 


REVELATION OF THE WEEK. Juvenile Judge 
<= <= ©. Raymond Cundiff told the Lynchburg, Va., 
Lions Club that of 145 juvenile traffic cases in 1951, only 
19 involved Negro boys, and none involved a Negro girl. 
He blamed the white youths’ high accident record on: 1) 
a desire to show off; 2) lack of security at home; 3) lack 
of training in driving. 


HOT LUNCH OF THE WEEK. Biggest mistakes 
=? =’ = Sam Freeman, 21, made when he broke into a 
parked car on a Detroit street were: 1) picking the wrong 
car and, 2) failing to make sure the coast was clear. 
Result: Patrolman Robert Sheady caught Freeman in the 
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act of stealing a lunch from a police scout car. He was 
fined $10 and costs, and put on three-months probation. 
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Dope King Tells Of $20,000 Police Payoffs 

Senators investigating the dope traffic in Washington 
heard testimony accusing two policemen of accepting 
$20,000 yearly in bribes. James “Jim Yellow” Roberts, who 
allegedly grossed $60,000 monthly trafficking narcotics, 
named Lt. H. H. Carper and Sgt. William Taylor, ranking 
narcotics squad officers, as the men he paid $20,000 yearly 
“protection.” His testimony was corroborated by his white 
ex-wife, Mrs. Evalina R. Roberts. Sen. Matthew M. Neeley 
(D., W. Va.), head of the investigating committee, de- 
nounced City Commissioner John R. Young, former police 
chief Robert J. Bassett and former U. S. Attorney George 
M. Fay for permitting “flagrant police corruption.” Lieu- 
tenant Carper and Sergeant Taylor were suspended. 





Lt. H. H. Carper James M. Roberts 


Three Servants Arrested In $1,000,000 Theft 

When a strong box containing $1,000,000 in non-nego- 
tiable checks and bonds disappeared from the home of 
vacationing Michigan lumber dealer Melvin Gutherie, three 
former servants in his Natkin Township mansion were ar- 
rested for investigation of grand larceny. They are: Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Hill and John Jackson, all of Detroit. 
Police said Gutherie and his wife were in Florida when the 
theft occurred. In addition to the bonds, the box con- 
tained $500 in cash. The three were cleared of the charges. 
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Ex-Convict Held In Bomb Slaying Of 2 

A 30-year-old ex-convict was arrested in Harlem and 
returned to New Haven, Conn., in connection with the 
booby-trap bomb slaying of Homer Wright and his wife, 
Ophelia. The couple was killed instantly when a bomb 
completely demolished their equipment truck. Police said 
the double slaying was probably planned to prevent 
Wright, a painter, from testifying against the ex-convict, 
Leroy Reddick, whom he had routed in an attempted 
$4,000 hold-up last Febiuary. They revealed that Wright 
had identified Reddick as the bandit he routed with a jug 
of turpentine and a can of paint when the gunman at- 
tempted to snatch a $4,000 diamond ring from Mrs. Albert 
Smith, New Haven businesswoman. 

The blast, which blew parts of the truck blocks away, 
was set off by eight sticks of dynamite wired to the truck’s 
starter, police said. Reddick, originally freed under $3,000 
bond following the attempted robbery, is being held on a 
double murder charge. (See opposite page.) 


Two Negroes Slain For Drinking In White Bar 
Angered at seeing Negroes drinking in a “white” bar, 

retired policeman Stanley Labenskey of Yonkers, N. Y., 

shot two of the men to death. Noticing Wyatt Blacknall 


and his brothers, James and William, at the bar when he . 


entered, Labenskey criticized the tavern owner for serving 
Negroes, then wandered out on the street. When the 
brothers left, Labenskey confronted them and shoved a 
gun into Wyatt’s stomach, shouting: “I suppose you don’t 
think I’ll shoot!” William ducked inside the tavern to 
call police. While in the telephone booth, he heard shots, 
returned to the street to find his brothers dying of bullet 
wounds in the stomach. Labenskey was held without bail 
on second degree murder charges. 


Ashtray Slayer Returned To Cincinnati 
Joe Brown, a 66-year-old fugitive who used an ashtray 
to beat 24-year-old Willie Bell Davis to death, was cap- 
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tured and returned to Ohio from Dalton, Ga., where he 
had been hiding out for two days. 


26 









Homer Wright nr ait, Ophelia, met Police nabbed Leroy 
instant death in booby- trap bombing. Reddick at Harlem hotel. 
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Wright’s truck, used in his painting business, was blown to bits 
by dynamite charge which was hooked to starter. 
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MR. & MRS. 


Acquanetta’s Marriage Goes Smash 


Beauteous film star and 
dancer Acquanetta, a former 
West Virginia State College 
co-ed, announced that she 
would file for a divorce from 
illustrator Henry Clive. Hear- 
ing the news, Clive said un- 
happily: “I still think she is 
the finest girl I have ever 
known. I’ll love her always, 
and I only hope she’ll change 
her mind before the divorce 
becomes final.” The couple 
married in Juarez, Mexico, in 
1950. 


Pearl Bailey Gets Divorce 


Singer Pearl Bailey won a 
divorce in Las Vegas, Nev., 
from her fourth husband, 
John Randolph Pinkett, Jr., of 
Washington, D. C. She charged 
cruelty, said “he split my skull 
open” last December with a 
gun, and once struck her with 
a telephone. She also com- 
plained that Pinkett tried to 
interfere with her singing ca- 
reer. The couple was married 
on August 31, 1948. 


Acquanetta 


Slays Bride-To-Be One Day Before Wedding 


One day before they were to be married in Jackson, 
Miss., Roosevelt Davis, a cemetery worker, shot Annie Mae 
Richardson to death, following a drinking-party argu- 4 
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ment during which she stabbed him twice with an ice- 
pick. Davis explained his motive to police: “I asked her 
to stop drinking. I don’t want no wife who drinks all the 
time. I want one who will save my money.” 


Red Suspect Ordered To Pay Back Alimony 


Alleged Communist James Watts of Detroit was given 
a week to pay his divorced wife, Lois, $500 of the back 
alimony he owes her, or face a possible jail sentence. It 
was the tenth time Watts has been cited for alimony 
arrears. Watts owes Lois, who has custody of their two 
children, a total of $1,056. Now married a second time, 
Watts has two children by this alliance. The suspended 
FEPC director of Ford Local 600 of the CIO United Auto 
Workers was one of the Red suspects called before the 
Un-American Activities committee investigation in 
Detroit. 











Wi World’s Oldest Father: The Rev. James E. Smith, Car- 
bondale, Ill., preacher who shocked the medical world by 
becoming a father again at 101, gathered his wife and 





seven children around him for his 103rd birthday. Mrs. 
Smith (left) holds youngest son, 13-months-old Dallas 
Eugene, in her arms. 
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A 15-year-old 
New York mother 
gave birth to twin 
daughters in St. 
Vincent’s Hospital 
and helped estab- 
lish a new record. 
The youthful 
mother, Mrs. Eu- 
gene Lebron, was 
one of four to give 
birth to twins at 
the hospital in a 
24-hour period, set- 
ting a new record 
for such births in 
that space of time. 
Irish nurses, com- 
memorating the St. 
Patrick’s Day event, 
presented the girls 
with huge green 
paper shamrocks. 


3 Die After Jilted Vet Sets Fire To Building 


Three persons burned to death in 
Memphis after Blanch Franklin, a 
spurned suitor, set fire to a building 
in an attempt to kill his girl friend. 
War veteran Franklin, 32, jailed on 
a three-count murder charge, said 
he ignited crumpled newspaper and 
tossed it into the doorway of the 
frame building because he thought 
the woman who jilted him still lived 
there. Unknown to him, his ex-girl 
friend had moved to another ad- 
dress. 
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Mother, 15, Gives Birth To Twins 


Mrs, Lebron and twins 
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Blanch Franklin 





THE WEEK'S 
|BEST PHOTOS 


INP 
“A French Greeting: When songstress Lena Horne arrived 
in Paris to begin a singing tour of the continent she was 
met by Mattye and Virginia of the famous Peters Sisters 
trio, who puckered up and greeted her in typical French 
fashion. Sisters are stars in French musical. 
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¥W Chain Gang Prisoner: Convict Perry M. Smith, weight- 
ed down by heavy iron ball on shoulder and shackled with 
ankle-cutting leg irons, hobbles through South Carolina 
thicket to farm where he will “work out his time” on a 
chain gang. Rare photo was taken by Smith’s mother, 
Alamae James, who sneaked 98-cent box camera into 


compound on recent visit, snapped picture, she related, 
“while boss man was not looking.” 
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European 


Wi New Harlem Globetrotter: Gaby Bruyere, shapely 
French dancer and her dog, Jou-Jou, pack for their com- 
ing tour of the U.S. with the Harlem Globetrotter basket- 
ball team. Miss Bruyere’s figure—and her dancing—will 
earn her 10,000 francs (approximately $150) for each five- 
minute intermission appearance. 
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Acme 
~ Boxer’s Bouquet: World middleweight champion Sugar 
Ray Robinson, sitting in a bouquet of boxing gloves, gives 
a pretty good idea of what his ring opponents face when 
toe-to-toe with him: a constant flurry of fists. Always 
good for a gag when not in the ring, Sugar Ray, defeated 
but twice in his career, is strictly all brutal business when 
the fight-starting gong sounds. 
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Insurance President Foresees Business Boom 


Within a decade Negro in- 
surance companies will be able 
to boast assets of over a quar- 
ter-billion dollars, Truman K. 
Gibson, Sr., president of the 
Supreme Liberty Life Insur- 
ance Company in Chicago, 
predicted at a banquet honor- 
ing him for 42 years service in 
the field. Although Supreme 
Liberty Life is one of 30 Ne- 
gro insurance firms in the 
U. S. with assets over $135,- 
000,000, Gibson declared: “We 
have hardly scratched the 
surface.” The banquet, held 
in Chicago’s Parkway Ballroom, was sponsored by James 
B. Cashin, Dr. Theodore K. Lawless, and Howard B. 


Shepard. 
N. Y. Art Directors Club Elects Negro Member 


George Olden, 29-year-old art director for the Columbia 
Broadcasting Company, was elected to membership in the 
New York Art Directors Club, the first Negro so honored. 
In Chicago, Leroy Winbush, art director of Johnson pub- 
lications, is the only Negro to hold a similar membership. 


Died: Richard Sewell, dean of instructions at Lane Col- 
lege, Jackson, Tenn.; of a stroke of apoplexy caused by a 
blood clot. 





Truman Gibson, Sr. 
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% Juanita Hall, first actress 
to play the part of Bloody 
Mary in South Pacific, will 
re-enter the role June 1 
with the New York Com- 
pany. : 


% Billy Eckstine will receive 
a gold-plated golf putter 
from MGM Records when 
he opens at New York’s 
Paramount Theater. The 
gift will mark the sale of 
10,000,000 of his records. 


% Josephine Baker will wear 
a new $100,000 Christian 
Dior wardrobe when she 
opens at Ciro’s in Holly- 
wood, May 2. Her press 
agent says the clothes were 
flown over from Paris. 


% Pearl Bailey, the singer, 
is being considered for the 
lead role in a movie based 
on the life of blues queen 
Bessie Smith. Miss Bailey 
will confer with Paramount 
studio executives while she 
is in Hollywood. 


% Katherine Dunham and 
her dance troupe began a 
four-week engagement at 
swank Ciro’s in London, 
their first night club ap- 
pearance in Europe. 
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% Billy Williams, 


quartet 
leader, will receive a degree 
in music from Wilberforce 
University, his alma mater. 


% Sammy Davis, Jr., versa- 
tile mimic, was signed to a 
role in the forthcoming 
RKO musical movie, A Song 
Forever, which will star 
Tony Martin and Kathryn 
Grayson. 


% Willard Motley will re- 
turn to Chicago within a 
few weeks, ending a six- 
months stay in Cuernava- 
ca, Mexico, where he has 
been working on his third 
book, a non-fiction study 
of the experiences of a Ne- 
gro writer in a foreign 
country. He will be accom- 
panied by the 12-year-old 
Mexican boy he has 
adopted. 


% Hazel Scott, scheduled to 
open in Las Vegas soon, has 
added dancing to her boogie 
woogie piano playing act. 


% Ella Fitzgerald, jazz song 
stylist, is scheduled to make 
a concert tour of Sweden 
beginning this month. 
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jartet Court Upholds Teacher’s Use Of Strap 
eeree Jchn Henry Butler, a Durham, N. C., school teacher, 
force was acquitted in a Recorder’s Court of charges that he 
ater. whipped one of his students with a leather strap for 
chewing gum in class. The student, 11-year-old Roberta 
rsa- Walker, said Butler struck her about the hands and arms. 
to a Defense attorneys, however, argued that, under the law, 
ning a teacher could use a whip on a child if its parents do and 
ong if it is not used maliciously or with unreasonable force. 
star 
iryn - Second Negro Student Enters U. Of Tenn. 
The second Negro to become a student at the University 
of Tennessee registered for the spring quarter in the col- 
re- lege of law at Nashville. He is Lincoln Blakeney, 30, a 
na transfer student from the University of Wisconsin Law 
six- School and a resident of Knoxville. The first Negro to en- 
va- ter the university; was Gene Mitchell Gray who started 
has in the graduate school last winter. Both men won suits 
ird in the U. S. Supreme Court to enter the university. 
idy 
ve- Howard Schedules Race And Education Meet 
gn Howard University will hold a conference on “The 
m- Courts and Racial Integration in Education” on April 
Id 16-18. Representatives of 45 national organizations from 
as 25 states have already registered for the meet. } 
hi l 
to | MEDICINE [i 
aS > a7 
ie * Patient Files $25,000 Suit Against Doctor 
j A patient, claiming that part of his tongue palate was | 
removed during a tonsil operation, sought $25,000 damages _ | 
e from Dr. James A. Brewer of Detroit. In filing the suit, 
. the patient, Joseph Peel, said he now has to undergo an- 
2 | other operation to save his life. He charges that Dr. 


EDUCATION 









































Brewer’s operation was “unskillfully and negligently con- 
ducted” and that scar tissues are closing his throat. 
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Woros or tHe Weex 


Sen. Richard B. Russell (D., Ga.), explaining his stand ici 
racial segregation: “I’m enough of an American that if a 
man wants to run a drug store and serve nothing but red- 
headed people with brown eyes, he has the right to do it.” 





Grady Blake, Louisiana life-term convict, dying of bullet 
wounds fired from guards’ rifles after a prison break: “J 
just had more time than I could do.” 


Pearl Bailey: “Love at first sight 
is the first time a ham actor 
gazes into a mirror.” 


Nipsey Russell, New York comic: 
“I know a girl who dyes her hair 
so often, she’s got technicolored 
dandruff.” 


Stanley Labenskey, retired Yon- 
kers, N. Y., policeman, after 
shooting two Negroes to death 
for drinking in a white tavern: 
“I don’t know why I did it.” Pearl Bailey 


James A. Gannon, Washington Board of education mem- 
ber, arguing against discussion of integration in D. C. pub- 
lic schools: “Integration is not a subject to be discussed 
at this time since Congress has indicated its interest in 
continuing segregation.” 


Homan W. Walsh, school board chairman at dedication of 
$1,400,000 segregated high school for Negroes in Char- 
lottesville, Va.: “Segregation is a social arrangement for 
the betterment of relations between different races.” 
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FLOOR FAN DOUBLES AS COFFEE 
TABLE. Nearlyeverything 
today has a dual purpose. 
A new floor fan introduced 
by Westinghouse and called 
“Debonaire,” moves the air 
uniformly in all directions, 
without a draft. The fan, 
which stands 20 inches high 
and has a 22-inch diameter 
flat top surface, also dou- 
bles as a coffee table in liv- 
ing room. Price: $54.95. 

















Fan and table 


POKER PLAYER'S PARTNER. An ideal accessory for poker ses- 
sions is the novel new Chip-Co-Tray which keeps chips in 
order and within easy reach. Each set has 25 standard 
size interlocking poker chips in red, white and blue; a rack 
for stacking them; a built-in ash tray and individual 


coaster. The six- 
inch wide rack 
is made of bake- 
lite. A metal 
clasp holds the 
entire set com- 
pactly. Each of 
the sets, avail- 
able from Elron 
Products in Chi- 
cago, contains 
four complete 
racks. Price: 
$6.00. 








Poker chip set 





On the day when Cleveland’s prominent Artha-Jon 
Studio gave its semi-annual fashion extravaganza in the 
Alpine Village restaurant, the city was digging out from 
under the worst blizzard it had seen in years. Yet 600 
style-conscious society folk left home hours early for the 
matinee performance. One woman spent four hours driv- 
ing across town to the Village, crawled wearily into her 
seat 10 minutes before the show began. That night 625 
others handed their $2.00 tickets to the usher. The reason: 
the Artha-Jon show was one of the biggest society events 
of the year, one which “nobody in the know” would dare 
miss. 

Surprisingly, such impressive “society” turnouts are not 
uncommon today in cities all over the U. S. For women’s 
clubs, charm schools and civic clubs alike have learned 
that staging fashion revues provides them with the surest 
and shortest route to financial success and public promi- 
nence. Few fail to make money on their presentations, 
and many of them net thousands of dollars on only a 
small investment of effort. 

In big cities where at least three revues are given each 
weekend, clubs go to great lengths to make their shows 
unique. In New York, Chicago and Los Angeles, they fre- 
quently hire top models in hopes of drawing capacity 
crowds. Such has often been the case with Marva Louis 
Spaulding who frequently donates her services to chari- 
table organizations, but reportedly has been paid as much 
as $1,500 for a single appearance. 

Quite often, models work gratis in fashion revues be- 
cause of the publicity they receive. A few, however, like 
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ARE BIG BUSINESS 


Evening wear worth $1,500 was modeled in New York show by 
Mrs. Ray Robinson, Elizabeth Powell and Evelyn Robinson. 
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Designers Discover New Market 





Virginia Garner’s $12,000 mink 
ensemble stunned Chicago 
society at affairs. 


New York’s Sara Lou Harris 
and Sylvia Fitt are forced 
to turn down many of the 
invitations they receive be- 
cause of lack of time, usu- 
ally appear in only the top 
shows. 

In Detroit, models are 
seldom paid, but are per- 
mitted to buy the clothes 
they show at cost. Most of 
the girls agree to appear in 
order to gain the attention 
of a prospective employer, 
or merely because they like 
being seen. Some Detroiters 
have been known to spend 
several hundred dollars for 
clothes to wear in these 
shows. 

As fashion shows gain 
popularity with Negroes, 
prominent American and 
French designers are be- 
coming conscious of the 
huge market opening up 
before them. Dorothea 
Towles, only Negro model 
for Parisian couturiers, is 
currently making a tour of 
the U. S. exhibiting a ward- 


robe of French originals valued at $30,000. 

Josephine Baker received approximately 100 requests to 
model her French-made wardrobe at shows. When she 
had to reject an invitation to appear at the 1951 Madison 
Square Garden benefit show for New York’s Interfaith Or- 
ganization, Josephine asked her friend Bessie Buchanan, 
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wife of the manager of the 
Savoy Ballroom, to take her 
place and get other Negro 
models to appear with her. 
That night, Mrs. Buchanan 
presented to the Garden 
audience the most beauti- 
ful group of women she 
could find, including the 
popular Sara Lou Harris 
and Lois Bell, who, like 
Bessie, showed their per- 
sonal wardrobes. 

Fashion revues sparkle 
with original creations. 

At the Silhouettes revue 
in New York’s Capitol 
Hotel, Mrs. Sugar Ray Rob- 
inson got bravos when she 
appeared modeling a skin- 
tight, white satin formal 
with rhinestone straps and 
a peacock train of flame 
red tulle. Hardly had the 
applause died out when her 
sister-in-law, Evelyn Rob- 
inson, appeared in an 
equally spectacular white 
satin formal edged at the 
hemline with four yards of 
white fox fur. 








Paris model Dorothea Towles 
will show $30,000 wardrobe on 
U. S. tour. 


Marva Louis Spaulding has worn clothes worth thou- 
sands at shows, but her most unusual creation was an 
inexpensive “Blackout” hat which a New York milliner 
fashioned for her during the war. It was made of black 
net, with a light in the crown which flashed on and off. 
During an appearance in Washington, a fuse in the build- 


45 








Many Donate Profits To Charity 


Marva Spaulding has been 
paid $1,500 to model wardrobe. 
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ing blew out, and Marva’s 
“Blackout” hat provided 
enough illumination to 
keep the show going until 
the electrician arrived. 

Many clubs donate pro- 
ceeds from their fashion 
shows to worthwhile civic 
organizations and charity 
grouvs. Memphis’ La Mar- 
Cheri Club grosses as much 
as $3,000 from its annual 
presentations, this year 
gave all profits to the crip- 
pled children of the city. 
Chicago’s Crest Model Fin- 
ishing School gave its 1951 
proceeds to the local Urban 
League. The Delta Sigma 
Theta sorority set aside all 
profits from its huge 1952 
extravaganza in San Fran- 
cisco for college scholar- 
ships. 

Women once spent huge 
sums of money for clothes 
which they would wear in 
fashion shows. In _ 1949, 
when the Prospair Girls 
Club of Chicago gave its 
annual fashion revue and 
cocktail party, women from 
33 organizations modeled 
clothes from their personal 
wardrobes. Some of the 
original designs cost as 
much as $175, exclusive of 
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Big society news of 1951 was jirst appearance of Negro models 
in Interfaith Organization show at Madison Square Garden. 


accessories. Gradually, however, this practice is dying out. 
Designers and stores usually furnish the clothes which 
are shown. 

The Windy City is especially notable for its parties at 
which guests admittedly attempt to outdress one another. 
One such affair is the annual cocktail party, sponsored by 
the Royalites, who are said to be the best-dressed group 
of club women in the city. 

But pretty widow Virginia Garner, not a member of the 
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Cordie King has modeled in 
over 100 Chicago style shows. 
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club, snatched the fashion 
honors away from the 
Royalites when she appear- 
ed at their November cock- 
tail party wearing a $5,000 
all-mink dress, accessorized 
with a $1,600 mink stole, 
diamond rings worth $8,600 
and a $2,200 diamond wrist 
watch. 

Immediately after news 
of her startling “debut” 
got around, Virginia was 
begged to appear in shows 
for churches, fraternities, 
charities, social groups. 

Overnight acclaim as a 
model was also enjoyed by 
Chicago’s shapely Cordie 
King, who, since her initial 
appearances three years 
ago in the fashion sections 
of newspapers and mag- 
azines, has been seen in 
over 100 style shows, besides 
doing television commer- 
cials for two clothing re- 
tailers. 

While the fashion show 
bonanza has brought little 
reward other than public 
attention to most Negro 
models, it has proven to be 
a shortcut to success for 
designers, modeling school 
directors and owners of 
stores interested in the Ne- 
gro market. 
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SOCIETY 





DETROIT. The NAFADS are planning to startle Detroit with 
a magnificent showing of “All American Fashions” at the 
Art Institute in April . . . The Can-Americs, a group of 
popular matrons, entertained guests from Canada and the 
United States at a dance in the Nacirema Club... Wear- 
ing black and white dance frocks to distinguish them 
from their guests, seven members of the popular Onyx 
Club played hostess to a crowd at the Nacirema Club... 
The Delta Sigma Thetas tossed a Martini and Manhattan 
party for members of the press in the Hollywood Suite of 
the Carlton-Plaza as fitting climax to their successful 
Delta Jabberwock . .. A.K.A. belle Gwendolyn Poole, 
daughter of the James Pooles, is engaged and trousseau 
shopping. She will mary Charles Gunther in a fashionable 
church ceremony on April 5. 


CLEVELAND. The anticipated Lenten social lull failed to 
strike Cleveland. Instead, socialites crammed the calen- 
dar with dances, fashion shows and cocktail parties. The 
Chief’s Club asked all its noble “warriors” to bring their 
squaws along to the club’s third anniversary pow-wow 
(March 29). ... The Topaz Club will be hostessing its 
18th annual ball at the Towne Club on the same night. 
...A Cinderella-Prince Charming Ball at the Towne 
Casino was the imaginative Artha-Jon Studio’s contribu- 
tion to the social whirl, with local models literally going 
from rags to splendour during an intermission show . . 
Mrs. Frank Handy turned almost as many heads at the 
Cleveland Home and Flower Show as did the exhibits. 
She wore a mink coat that cost as much as some of the 
homes being shown .. . The Jack and Jill Club held its 
annual parents dinner at the cozy Carlton House with 
Alberta Turner, the Columbus psychologist, as principal 
speaker. Parents in the Jack and Jills are drawn from the 
local “who’s who” lists . . . The Girl Friends will sponsor 
Cleveland’s first debutante cotillion on May 2. 
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CHICAGO. The most lavish society 
wedding of the week will be the 
marriage of attractive Etta Vee 
Barnett, daughter of singer Etta 
Moten Barnett and Claude Bar- 
nett, to Alvin Lee Tinnen of 
White Plains, N. Y. French nuns 
made the lace for the wedding 
gown which Etta Vee will wear 
at the ceremony in Graham- 
Taylor chapel, University of Chi- 
cago. The Bronti Pointe de Lyons 
lace is fashioned into a tight- 
fitting bodice which ends in an 
apron in front, and is gathered 
into a bustle in back. Nylon tulle, 
embroidered in seed pearls, bil- 
lows over the ivory Italian satin 
skirt. The rings to be exchanged 
at the rites are made of Liberian 
gold in a wishbone pattern, sym- 
bolizing good luck. Yellow and 
white lilies, in woven straw bas- 
kets from Haiti, will decorate the 
altar. The bride’s only attendant 
will be her sister, Mrs. Stanley 
(Sue) Ish of Memphis, whose ; , 
veil Etta Vee will wear. Alvin L. Alvin Tinnen 
Tinnen, the groom’s father, will be best man. The Rev. 
F. F. Moten, grandfather of the bride and presiding elder 
of the African Methodise Episcopal Church, will read the 
marriage rites, which will be followed by a reception for 
250 friends at the Wedgewood Towers hotel. 
































Miss Barnett 


NEW YORK. A little footnote to society history was penned 
when the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority engaged the Wal- 
dorf Astoria’s Grand Ballroom for their spring formal, 
marking the first time a Negro group had rented the re- 
nowned spot for a ball. Harlem’s bejeweled and mink- 
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clad ladies and their escorts in white tie and tails had 
Waldorf lobby sitters wide-eyed. Even Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, a Waldorf tenant, paused to look. Guests included 
Judge and Mrs. Hank Reddick, Mr. and Mrs. Belford Law- 
son, Fr. Shelton Hale Bishop, the Frank Douglases, Judge 
and Mrs. Harold Stevens, the Clifford Alexanders, W. C. 
Handy, Judge and Mrs. Thomas Dickens, the Ernie John- 
sons, Mrs. Louise McDonald and Marion Lee. 


BATON ROUGE. An elaborate ceremony united in marriage 
attractive Valeria Jean Butler, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Leo S. Butler, and Capt. Valerian E. Smith, who recently 
returned to the U. S. after two years service in the Far 
East with the Army dental corps. Both the bride and the 
groom attended Howard University, where Valeria re- 
ceived her law degree last June. Lt. Livingston Johnson, 
USAF, served as best man. 








0 Mink Winner: A 
$4,500 mink coat 
was the fabulous 
prize won by Doris 
Harris of Philadel- 
phia at the Lions 
Club annual char- 
ity benefit show. 
Proceeds from the 
show will be used 
to aid the blind of 
the Quaker City. 















™ PEOPLE Ant 


| 2229292222922 29002002029000000009000000000000008 12022! 


- The betrothal of former Ebony photographer Gviff 
Davis to attractive Muriel Corrin of East Orange, N. J. 
He will have her fly to Monrovia, Liberia, where he is 
working, for the wedding. They will honeymoon home- 
ward to the U. S. via Lisbon, Madrid and Paris. Her 
engagement ring will be made of Liberian diamonds 
and gold. 


Kk The Brooklyn photographer who is ducking the cops 
since he drugged an ex-newsgal and made nude photos 
of her. He has been accused also of paying a 1951 
beauty contest winner to pose in the raw. Hundreds of 
these pictures have turned up all over town. 

* The two lottery (numbers) shops located almost next 
door to New Orleans police headquarters where Negroes 
play 24 hours around the clock without interference or 
incident. 

2K The fire in the kitchen at the Embers in New York 
which caused the Ralph Watkins-owned East Side 
bistro to close down for three weeks. Some wags are 
expecting it to be renamed “The Ashes.” 


Reports that singer Connie Carroll at Harlem’s Baby 
Grand Cafe and James Arnold, road manager of the 
Sonny Thompson band, are tighter than cabbage leaves. 


2K The double lines forming at the Rhode Island Plaza 
residence apartments, “finest ever built for colored 
occupancy,” in Washington, D. C. Completely air-con- 
ditioned, the New York Life Insurance Company’s new- 
est all-Negro project is in the heart of a white district 
at 13th and Rhode Island, NE. 


*% The unexpected kiss and make-up between Leroy 
Ozanne, Cleveland building inspector, and his pretty 
model-disc jockey love, Betty Peyton. They’ve patched 

up things and set the “date” for May 24 at high mass 

in St. Edwards. 
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RETALKING ABOUT . . . 


rviff ‘s The way in which once-beautiful Gloria Smith Kenny, 
. J. young estranged wife of Herb Kenny of the Ink Spots, 
e is is taking it. She is seen around Philadelphia with a 
ne- bleached “poodle cut” of several different colors. 


_ ‘% The wide-open return of the mutuels numbers busi- 

. ness to Detroit despite the increasing number of gam- 
bling arrests. The so-called “single action” mutuels 
Ops keeps the cops scratching their heads for there is no 
tos need for a “wheel” or a “bank.” 


51 |: The relish with which Dr. Marshall Shepard, Phila- 

delphia’s $11,000-a-year Recorder of Deeds, attacks 
what is in front of him at Saturday night church 
xt chitterling suppers. The “Rev.” is utterly fantastic in 
es his ability to wade through a plate of chitterlings. 


or 

* Reports that Louisville’s George Hoosier, manager of 
rk the Grand Theater, and Aida Mae Freeman are plan- 
re ning to get married. 


re * The scandal brewing in the exclusive St. Albans, N. Y., 

section between a noted preacher’s wife and a Harlem 
Ny newsman. She gave him $4,500 to invest in a promotion 

that failed. Now her husband is looking for his money. 
sl The Tucker Incident in St. Louis in which the son of 
| “the prominent businesswoman, Mrs. Blanche Tucker, 
locked himself in a closet at the school where he 
teaches, got thoroughly “juiced” on a bottle of good 
bourbon he had hidden there. When Extension School 
Principal L. V. Williams came and opened the door, he 
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found young Tucker with a nearly empty whiskey bot- 
tle in one hand, a half-smoked cigaret in the other. 
se The promotion of Ernie Durham to the editor’s chair 
*"of the Pittsburgh Courier’s Detroit edition. He sup- 
plants Collins George who is in Europe. Ernie is the 
4 youngest editor in the Courier organization. 
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BOOK ) LAUGHING TO KEEP 
OF THE FROM CRYING 
WEEK ( By Langston Hughes 



















© The potent pen of the acknowledged dean of U. §, 
Negro writers, Langston Hughes, has unfortunately lain 
virtually fallow in recent years despite occasional bursts 
} of inconsequential poetry and fluffy Simple stories. De- 
spite his tremendous ability, Hughes has been detoured 
from really creative writing by a variety of other activities 
ranging from speaking tours to sponsoring causes. Per- 


illustrated by his newest book, a shal- 
low out-of-date collection of stories 


(Holt $2.75). 


@ The title is about the best thing 
about the volume. The stories are often 
crude and callow pieces evidently ex- 
tracted from a long-neglected file 
cabinet, dusted off and sold hastily to 
: a publisher. Practically all have been 
angstan Hughes printed in magazines, most of them 
out of business because of their sorry quality. Some of 
the pieces date back more than 20 years and do not stand 
the test of time. 





haps his failure to write consistently and seriously is best 


called Laughing To Keep From Crying}. 





B Most certainly Hughes has and can do better than 
this old collection of stories. He has proved time and 
again that he has a feel for Negro life today as few other 
men but he has failed in recent years to reflect that 
remarkable talent. In his Laughing To Keep From Crying, 
Hughes sometimes sputters to life in stories like Why, 
You Reckon? or Professor but mostly the collection is far, 
far from the Hughes of the 20’s and 30’s. Certainly pieces 
like Who’s Passing For Who? have an amateurish ring 
that is not worthy of the Hughes name on it. 

@ Hughes deserves better as do his readers. 

























jethroe, Minoso Suffer Training Injuries 
Momentarily, it re 
s ippeared that pen- 
fain tant - affecting ill 
ris luck had befallen 
De. the Boston Braves 
red and Chicago White 
ies Sox. At Tampa, 
a. Fla., center fielder 
est | 2 ™ Jethroeg 
al- trashed into a wall 
ie while chasinga 
Phillies fly and as : 
ng sprained his left Jethroe Robinson 
wrist. At Pasadena, left fielder Orestes (Minnie) Minoso 
ng} was hit on the right hand by Early Wynn of the Cleve- 
€2 | land Indians. Both injuries were painful, but reports were 
%- | cheerful: not serious. Other players in spring training 
lle | news were: 
, e Chet Brewer, ex-Negro American League pitcher, who 
2 signed as manager of the Riverside, Calif.-Ensenada, Mex., 
ot Comets of the Southwest International League. 
id e Luke Easter, Cleveland Indians first baseman, who 
appeared to be recovered from his chronic knee injury. 
‘ 4 After a game in Los Angeles, he said: “It feels great!” 
q e Pitcher Joe Black whose fate with the Dodgers re- 
. | mained undetermined. In his third pitching stint, he was 
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clubbed for seven hits in six innings by the Red Sox. 

e Jackie Robinson who fretted with a batting slump: 
two hits in 18 at bats. 

e Bob Boyd whose second training season with the 
White Sox ended when he was sent to Seattle. 

e The Minneapolis Millers who purchased three more 
Negroes: outfielder Al Pinkston of Farnham, Quebec; 
pitcher Marvin Johnson, Chicago American Giants; and 
infielder Bernell (Chick) Longest, Memphis Red Sox. 


















Dallas Releases First Negro Player 

The Dallas Texas League baseball club released its first 
Negro player, Ray Neil. Following spring workouts at 
Daytona Beach, Fla., manager Butch Meyer said that Neil, 
who had been signed conditionally, could not make the 
grade in Double-A ball. Prospect: Dallas may acquire a 
Negro from the Cleveland Indians. Players previously 
signed at Dallas’ tryout camp were sent to lower-class 
teams in the Indians’ farm system. 


Three Aces Score 73 Points For Losing Teams 

Three Negro stars scored 73 points in NCAA regional 
final basketball games, yet their teams lost. At Raleigh, 
N. C., Jesse Arnelle sank 22 points as Penn State lost a 
consolation match to North Carolina State, 60 to 69. St. 
John’s pulled a major upset in whipping Kentucky, 64 to 
57, to win the Raleigh regional, but Solly Walker was held 
scoreless. At Chicago, Jim Tucker scored 29 points and 
Dick Ricketts added 22 for Duquesne, but Illinois won, 71 
to 64. 





Campy And 
Company: Dur- 
ing a spring 
training lull, 
Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers catcher Roy 
Campanella 
paused to chat 
and bask in the 
sun with his 
pretty wife, 
Ruth, and son, 
David, who looks 
as though he 
wants to take 
over his dad’s 
job. 
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favilan 
A July 
gavilan 
followin 
jams a’ 
bowed 
n winn 
natch. 
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javilan, Turner May Fight In July 

A July welterweight title fight between champion Kid 
igavilan and young Gil Turner was put into the works, 
ollowing Turner’s seventh-round TKO win over Don Wil- 
jams at New York’s Madison Square Garden. Gil, who 
owed rare aggressiveness and unexpected defensive skill 
n winning his 30th consecutive bout, was anxious for the 
natch. “I’m ready for Gavilan,” he said. “Bring him on.” 





ISqueeze Play: 
Juquesne’s Jim 
fucker (4) ap- 
pears to gasp for 
breath as he is 
sandwiched be- 
tween two Holy 
Cross players, 
Earle Markey 
and Dave Nan- 
gle, in a tug-o- 
war for a loose 
ball in the NIT 
,tournament at 
New York. In 
background is 
another Du- 
quesne Negro 
star, Dick Rick- 
etts. 
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WM Autograph Seekers: British track idol and Olympic 
hopeful E. McDonald Bailey obliges a bevy of beauties 
with his autograph at the Cheam Fair Beauty Contest 
held in London to raise additional funds for the Olympic 
games. Bailey will represent England as a sprinter in 
the forthcoming Olympic games. 


Paige, Tired Of Guessing Game, Says He’s 44 

St. Louis Browns pitcher Satchel Paige sought to end 
the “round robin” guessing game about his age. “I think 
this guessing about my age has gone far enough,” he said 
in Los Angeles. “Everybody is talking and guessing, but 
nobody asks me. I was born in 1908, and I’m 44.” Ex- 
plaining his longevity on the mound, he added: “I pitch 
around the calendar while most pitchers work around the 
clock.” Meanwhile, St. Louis Browns manager Rogers 
Hornsby fretted as Satch sat out spring games because 
of a sore throat. 
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Cab Calloway Arrested For Speeding 
Charged with speeding and at- 
tempted bribery of a policeman, 
bandleader Cab Calloway was ar- 
trested at Leesburg, Va., and placed 
under $500 bend, pending trial. State 
Trooper Roy S. Smith said Calloway 
was speeding at 65 miles an hour 
and offered him $10 in an effort to 
| “influence his act and decision re- 
| garding arrest.” Calloway, who gave 
\his address as Lido Beach, N. Y., 
|said he was on his way to the race 
jtrack at Charlestown, W. Va., and 


wanted to get there in time for the 7 
second race. Cab Calloway 


25,000 Riot At Cleveland “Moondog” Ball 

Cleveland disc jockey Alan Freed told his 50,000 Moon- 
dog Show listeners that the Moondog Coronation Ball at 
the Cleveland Arena would be the “hottest” blues dance 
of the year. It was. When ticket sales were stopped at 
9:30 p.m., nearly 10,000 frustrated fans stormed the Arena, 
breaking down four doors. By 10:30, an estimated 25,000 
persons had jammed every inch of the Arena, spilling out 
onto the street. Thirty firemen and 40 police were called 
to disperse the mob. Catastrophes: 1) one customer 
knifed during the melee; 2) another gouged; 3) another 
arrested for fighting; 4) five arrested for intoxication. 
Fire department authorities immediately sought warrants 
against Freed for overcrowding the Arena. Said Freed the 
next night on his Moondog show: “I am sick at heart. 
When the dance was stopped I cried. I had no idea there 
would be such a tremendous turnout.” 


Eartha Kitt Signs For “New Faces Of 1952” 
Sultry singer and dancer Eartha Kitt, whose continental 
zing captivated New Yorkers during her appearances at 
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La Vie en Rose and the Village Vanguard, signed with 
producer Leonard Sullivan to dance and sing in a new 
musical, New Faces Of 1952, which goes into rehearsal 
March 31. The show will open in Philadelphia. 


Johnny Otis, White, Heads “Negro” Blues Band 

From his drummer’s seat, Johnny Otis lends drive, smart 
direction, and warm personality to the best blues and 
rhythm band in the West. His manner is typical of blues 
purveyors and his dress is in the slightly-exaggerated 
style of musicians. He is handsome, husky and white— 
the only white man leading an otherwise all-Negro blues 
group. 

Of Greek descent, Otis prefers to ignore the question of 
race. Ever since he began playing drums professionally 
in Northern California, he has associated c!usely with Ne- 
gro entertainers. During the war, he was a headliner at 
the Club Alabam in Los Angeles. After the war, he formed 
his first band to play at the Barrelhouse Club in South 
Los Angeles, of which he was part owner. 

One night, a teen-age girl vocalist walked in, took an 
audition, and immediately made a hit with Otis and the 
Barrelhouse audience. He quickly offered her a contract, 
named her “Little Esther.” She “made” the band. 

Otis recognizes no oddity in his being a white man in a 
traditionally-Negro field. He never mentions his race, 
unless asked. Then, he inquires: “What’s the difference?” 





" chen Otis and his bend. 
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Ruby Hill Makes Comeback After 5 Years 
































Doll-like Ruby Hill, has 
come back to show busi- 
ness with new material, 
sparkling gowns and a 
greater confidence in 
herself as a singer and 
artist. The Virginia 
girl whose beauty 
stunned Broad- 
way in 1946 
when she ap- 
peared in 
St. Louis 
Woman, 
has been 
absent 
from her profession for 
over five years. Last 
month, she staged a 
successful comeback at 
Danny’s Bagatelle, a 
Greenwich Village night 
club, and people have 
been asking ever since, 
“Where has she been 
all these years?” 

Behind the _ disap- 
pearance of Ruby Hill 
is an interesting story 
which the tiny (113 
pounds) singer told 
JET. She revealed 
that she nearly suf- 
fered a breakdown 
in 1946 following 
closing of St. Lowis 


Woman. Her 
managersand 
advisers, she 
says, tried to 
force her into 
the Lena 
Horne mould. 
“It was mak- 
ing me ill,” 
she says. “‘I 
stopped sing- 
ing because I 
got tired of 
people trying 
to make me 
into another 
Lena Horne. I 
wanted to be 
Ruby Hill. I 
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walked out on everybody—except my husband [Robert 
Turner]. 

In the intervening years Ruby worked in a few clubs 
between long periods of inactivity, studied voice under 
Carlo Menotti, and body movement and acting with 
Mildred Strauss of the American Academy of Drama. 

Advised to return to singing by a psychiatrist, Ruby is 
a much-improved singer technically. Critics admire her 
new-found poise and musicianship. Her repertoire now 
ranges from ballads to French songs. Says she confi- 
dently: “I know what I’m doing now. I feel my singing 
from within. Now I feel like a big girl.” 









Frivolous 
“Frevo”: With 
the frivolity of 
nymphs, Jac- 
queline Walcott 
and Lenwood 
Morris, members 
of the Katherine 
Dunham dance 
troupe, leap 
through the 
Frevo, a Brazil- 
ian carnival 
dance. They ap- 
peared in Miss 
Dunham’s exhil- 
arating new 
show, Katherine 
Dunham, at the 
Cambridge 
Theater in Lon- 
don. 
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My Six 
Convicts 


Brilliant and pro- 
lific Stanley Kra- 
mer has produced 
another’ excellent 
film in Columbia’s 
My Six Convicts, a 
moving and human 
prison picture. 
Adapted from the 
book of the same 
title by Donald 
Powell Wilson, the a 
film describes what re 
happens when a John Beal and Henry Morgan 
youthful, idealistic college professor becomes the first 
psychologist assigned to a state prison as part of a reform 
policy. Dr. Wilson (John Beal) has only academic train- 
ing behind him when he enters the grim precincts of 
Harbor State Prison to start a three-year period of prison 
rehabilitation. His job: to test convicts to determine their 
skills. Two convicted killers are among his six volunteer 
helpers. Doc’s basic belief in the goodness of people wins 
him the loyalty of his six aides, but his testing program 
is endangered many times, as is his life when he is used 
as a shield during an attempted jail break. However, at 
the end of the three years, Doc Wilson leaves the prison 
happy in the knowledge that he has shown how science 
can help change the lives of criminals. 
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Week’s Radio-TV Preview 

Mary Leontyne Price on the Kate Smith Show (Friday, 
March 28, at 4 p.m. EST) on NBC television. 

Nat “King” Cole on the Milton Berle Show (Tuesday, April 
1, at 8 p.m. EST) on NBC television. 
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Hedgerow Theater Features Negro Cast 


The famous Hedgerow Theater in suburban Philadel- 
phia will use its first Negro cast when it presents the 
world premiere of De Adamses, a new play by Paula 


Jakobi. It is a drama about share-croppers. 








W Hollywood 
Chat: Baritone 
William War- 
field amuses 
crooner Frank 
Sinatra and his 
wife, actress Ava 
Gardner, with 
point of conver- 
sation during a 
social affair in 
Hollywood. War- 
field is scheduled 
to appear next 
in Porgy and 
Bess. 












































NEXT WEEK IN JET 


PPP PLPL PL OP 
DARLING OF EUROPEAN ROYALTY 


all England. 


PLE PLEP LOL LELLLOLOR LORE 
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A fascinating story of how attractive singer-ac- 
tress Muriel Smith, currently starring as Bloody 
Mary in the London production of South Pacific, has 
overnight become the darling of European royalty 
and one of the most-sought-after young women in 


DO SEX HORMONES REALLY WORK? 

A straightforward article answering the question 
as to whether or not science has found the elixir 
which will restore lost pep and virility to men and 
women past 40. 


SEPP PP PLL LE LLL LLL PLL LLL LLLOLLOLLL LLL LL LOL DOL OLDO DOLL LLL DLS 


netti1 
bler 








5 : 








== 


When Harold Nicholas 
f the dancing brothers re- 

rns to Europe this sum- 
mer, he’ll wed Swedish ac- 
ess Nita Dova. She’s 
yearing his ring. His for- 
mer. wife is Dorothy Dan- 
jridge. 
A Olson & Johnson signed 
Norma Miller’s dance 


troupe for an appearance 
with his show next month 
at Chicago’s Chez Paree. 

Alin gambling circles 


they’re still talking about 
the three-day dice and card 
game -that went on last 
week in Hot Springs, Ark., 
netting a New York gam- 
bler over $50,000. 





A Sugar Ray Robinson will 
lend his personal barber, 
Roger Simon, to singer 
Billy Eskstine when the 
latter opens at the Para- 
mount, April 9. Ray’s man 
will keep Mr. B’s locks in 
the proper place between 
shows. 

A “Smart Affairs” chorine 
Barbara Velasco is return- 
ing the mink coat, stone 
marten, jewels, rings and 
clothes that the Harlem 
Labor union leader gifted 
her with since they’ve 
called it quits. But the 
Washington, D. C., sports- 
man is taking up where JR 
left off. 


Harold Nicholas and ex-wife 
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A “Sweetwater” Clifton, 
famed star of the “Knicks” 
cage team, and his wife 
aren’t too lovey dovey. It’s 
whispered about that a 
popular model is the rea- 
son for it. 


A Singer Herb Jeffries is 
Europe-bound after an ap- 
pearance on Tallulah’s Big 
Show. While there, he will 
make a series of musical 
shorts for TV. 


A Buffalo sportsman Mar- 
shall Miles, ex-manager of 
Joe Louis, is keeping his 
latest fistic sensation under 
wraps. He’s a middle- 
weight, who packs. the 
punch of a mule. Miles is 
planning to show him soon 
in Cleveland. 


A Next singer to get the 
bigtime treatment will be 
romantic balladier Arthur 
Prysock of Buddy John- 
son’s band. His bookers, 
Gale Agency, will spend 
$15,000 in building him up 
a la Eckstine. 


A The profitable Brown 
Twins bar might fold. The 
former Cotton Club dancing 
Sisters, Hilda and Vivian, 
are feuding with their part- 
ner and are anxious to pull 
out. 
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A Members of Cab Calle& 
way’s band are back in the 
country complaining of tht 
Jim Crow treatment the 
received in the West Indieg, 
In Kingston, one hotel own 
er refused them lodging, 
while several cafe owners 
gave them the Stork Club 
treatment. 
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A The lamp-making hobby 
of the Smith Bros., Morgan 
and Marvin, New York pho- 
tographers, is paying off. 
Exclusive Fifth Avenue fur- 
niture store, Sloan’s, bought G 
four from them and they 
are on sale at the store with 


$100 tags attached. a 

rn 
A Complications are hoid- to | 
ing up the marriage of the tert 
Harlem beautician and the ple 
medic. His former white aly 
wife wants him to take the pa 





two kids, as her next hub- 
by, also white, doesn’t wan 
any sun-tanned kids around) 
the house. 
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A Music critics are hailing} 
guitarist Bill Jennings as Hil, 
the greatest find in jazz 


since the late Charlie 
Christian. Left-handed le 
Jennings is a member of 


the Bill Davis trio now up-7 
setting fans at Broadway’s BAI 
Birdland. 
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Jet saves your reading time! Jet 
brings ALL of the NEWS important 
ld- to know and interesting to read. In- 
she ternational in coverage, but com- 
she plete on the local level too. You will 
ite always be well informed through its 
he pages—week after week! 
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” WHITE LEADER OF NEGRO BAND 


A handsome, young, white band leader who looks 
more like a lawyer than a musician, Johnny Otis is 
grossing a fortune in a jazz idiom, once considered 
the private domain of Negro performers—the blues. | 
* Affable, husky, and California-born, he heads an 
all-Negro band and show which many critics call 94 
“the biggest drawing blues package in the U. S.” 3 
mas (See “Entertainment.”) iy 
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